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Oil reserves & production
CHAPTER 01



Description: In 2021, crude oil reserves in Africa amounted to 125.3 billion barrels. The oil production in the continent reached nearly 7.3 million barrels per day as of 2021. Read more
Note(s): 2010 to 2021; crude oil including lease condensate
Source(s): EIA 
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Proved crude oil reserves in Africa from 2010 to 2021 (in billion barrels)
Proved crude oil reserves in Africa 2010-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1178138/crude-oil-reserves-in-africa


Description: Libya was the richest country in oil in Africa as of 2021, accumulating 48.4 billion barrels of proved reserves. Nigeria followed with reserves of 36.9 billion barrels of crude oil, while Algeria’s reserves summed up to 12.2 billion barrels. That same year, total 
crude oil reserves in Africa stood at 125.3 billion barrels. Read more
Note(s): 2021; crude oil including lease condensate
Source(s): EIA 
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Proved crude oil reserves in Africa in 2021, by country (in billion barrels)
Proved crude oil reserves in Africa by main countries 2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1178147/crude-oil-reserves-in-africa-by-country


Description: In 2024, Africa's oil production amounted to 7.29 million barrels of oil per day, up from approximately 7.26 million barrels daily in the previous year. Oil production in the African continent peaked in 2010, at some 10.3 million barrels of oil per day. Since 
then, figures have been on a mostly downward trend. Read more
Note(s): Africa; 1998 to 2024
Source(s): Energy Institute; Kearney; KPMG 
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Oil production in Africa from 1998 to 2024 (in 1,000 barrels per day)
Oil production in Africa 1998-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/265197/oil-production-in-africa-in-barrels-per-day


Description: Nigeria was the leading oil producer in Africa as of 2023. Oil production amounted to roughly 74 million metric tons in the country. Algeria, Libya, and Angola followed, each with an output above 55 million metric tons. In the same year, the overall 
production of oil in Africa, including crude oil, shale oil, oil sands, and NGLs, reached 341.5 million metric tons, 2.4 percent more than in 2022. Main producers, main exportersWhile being the main oil producer in Africa, Nigeria was also the largest [...] Read more
Note(s): Africa; 2023
Source(s): Energy Institute; Kearney; KPMG 
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Oil production in Africa as of 2023, by country (in million metric tons)
Leading oil producing countries in Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1178514/main-oil-producing-countries-in-africa


Natural gas reserves & 
production

CHAPTER 02



Description: Natural gas reserves in Africa totaled around 625.6 trillion cubic feet in 2021. The amount increased strongly since 2000, due to new discoveries of natural gas on the continent in the last decades. Among the countries, Nigeria concentrated most natural 
gas reserves, around one-quarter of Africa's total reserves. Read more
Note(s): Africa; 2000 to 2021
Source(s): EIA; Various sources 
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Natural gas reserves in Africa from 2000 to 2021 (in trillion cubic feet)
Natural gas reserves in Africa 2000-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1297665/natural-gas-reserves-in-africa


Description: North Africa has the largest natural gas reserves in Africa. As of 2019, the region accounted for nearly 50 percent of the continent's reserves of natural gas. West Africa followed, making up around 30 percent of the total, while Southern Africa had 16 
percent of Africa's reserves. Nigeria, Algeria, and Mozambique are the countries with the largest natural gas reserves on the continent. Read more
Note(s): Africa; 2019
Source(s): African Energy Commission; EIA 
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Distribution of natural gas reserves from Africa in 2019, by region
Share of natural gas reserves from Africa 2019, by region

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1285317/distribution-of-natural-gas-reserves-from-africa-by-region


Description: Natural gas reserves in Africa totaled over 17.89 trillion standard cubic meters in 2023. Nigeria housed the largest reserves in the continent, around 5.94 trillion standard cubic meters – equivalent to roughly three percent of the proved global natural gas 
reserves. In addition, North Africa accounted for nearly half of the continent’s total gas reserves, with Algeria concentrating the highest amount, some 4.5 trillion standard cubic meters. As natural gas demand increases worldwide, Africa and its [...] Read more
Note(s): Africa; 2023
Source(s): OPEC 
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Natural gas reserves in Africa as of 2023, by main country (in billion cubic 
meters)
Countries with the largest natural gas reserves in Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197585/natural-gas-reserves-in-africa-by-main-countries


Description: Natural gas production in Africa amounted to 240 billion cubic meters in 2024, down from some 254 billion cubic meters in the previous year. Between 1998 and 2024, production of natural gas in the African continent increased by nearly 140 billion cubic 
meters, reaching a production peak in 2021. Read more
Note(s): Africa; 1998 to 2024
Source(s): Energy Institute; Kearney; KPMG 
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Natural gas production in Africa from 1998 to 2024 (in billion cubic meters)
Natural gas production in Africa 1998-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/265689/natural-gas-production-in-africa


Description: Algeria recorded the largest natural gas production in Africa as of 2023, reaching an output of over 100 billion standard cubic meters. Egypt and Nigeria followed as main producers: Each country registered an output of nearly 59 billion and 42 billion cubic 
meters, respectively. That same year, the natural gas output on the African continent totaled over 253 billion cubic meters, a volume that increased by over 85 percent in the previous two decades. Read more
Note(s): Africa; 2023; marketed production
Source(s): OPEC 
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Production volume of natural gas in Africa as of 2023, by country (in 
million standard cubic meters)
Production volume of natural gas in African countries 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197984/production-volume-of-natural-gas-in-african-countries


Infrastructure & refinery
CHAPTER 03



Description: As of April 2025, the number of active oil and gas rigs in Africa declined to 97, down from 107 in the previous year. Algeria was the country with more active rigs in the continent. Oil rigs, or oil platforms, are structures used for oil and natural gas drilling. 
Read more
Note(s): Africa; 2015 to 2025; * Data as of April 2025. Read more
Source(s): Baker Hughes 
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Active oil rigs in Africa from 2015 to 2025
Active oil rigs in Africa 2015-2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197846/active-oil-rigs-in-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197846/active-oil-rigs-in-africa


Description: Algeria housed the highest number of active oil and natural gas rigs in Africa as of March 2025. There were 43 rigs active in the country. Libya followed with 18 rigs. Oil rigs, or oil platforms, are structures used for oil and natural gas drilling. Read more
Note(s): Africa; March 2025
Source(s): Baker Hughes 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

Algeria
Libya

Nigeria
Kenya

Uganda
Chad

Gabon
Angola

Namibia
Tunisia

Cameroon
Congo

Congo, The Democratic Republic of Congo
Côte d'Ivoire

Equatorial Guinea

43

18

10

4

4

3

3

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

Number of rigs

16

Active oil and gas rigs in Africa in March 2025, by country
Active oil and gas rigs in Africa March 2025, by country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197854/active-oil-rigs-in-africa-by-country


Description: Africa achieved an oil refinery capacity of approximately 4.1 million barrels per calendar day in 2023, which was lower in comparison to the previous year. In 2011, 3.5 million barrels were refined daily. Nigeria registered the largest oil refinery capacity 
among the African countries. Read more
Note(s): Africa; 2011 to 2023
Source(s): OPEC 

Re
fin

er
y 

ca
pa

ci
ty

 in
 th

ou
sa

nd
 b

ar
re

ls
 p

er
 

ca
le

nd
ar

 d
ay

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

4,500

3,475 3,540 3,571 3,565 3,564 3,471 3,471 3,477
3,657 3,642

3,503
3,375

4,105

17

Oil refinery capacity in Africa from 2011 to 2023 (in 1,000 barrels per 
calendar day)
Oil refinery capacity in Africa 2011-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197870/oil-refinery-capacity-in-africa


Description: In 2023, Nigeria had the largest oil refinery capacity among the African countries, corresponding to some 1.1 million barrels per calendar day. Egypt and Algeria followed with a refinery capacity of 893,000 and 677,000 barrels per calendar day, respectively. 
Read more
Note(s): Africa; 2023
Source(s): OPEC 
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Oil refinery capacity in selected African countries in 2023 (in 1,000 barrels 
per calendar day)
Oil refinery capacity in African countries 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1192530/oil-refinery-capacity-in-african-countries


Description: In 2019, the total production of oil products in African refineries was projected around 109 million metric tons, an increase of over three million metric tons in comparison to the previous year. A few countries concentrated the oil refinery capacity in the 
continent, with Nigeria and Egypt as leading nations. Read more
Note(s): Africa; 2014 to 2019; * Projection Read more
Source(s): African Energy Commission 
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Refinery output of oil products in Africa from 2014 to 2019 (in 1,000 metric 
tons)
Refinery output of oil products in Africa 2014-2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197006/refinery-output-of-oil-products-in-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197006/refinery-output-of-oil-products-in-africa


International trade
CHAPTER 04



Description: As of 2023, the export volume of crude oil from Africa amounted to roughly five million barrels per day, an increase in comparison to the previous year. In the last decade, the volume of crude oil exported from the continent presented small variations, 
with an overall descending trend. For instance, in 2010, around 7.5 million barrels of crude oil were exported daily from Africa Read more
Note(s): Africa; 2010 to 2023
Source(s): OPEC 
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Export volume of crude oil from Africa between 2010 and 2023 (in 1,000 
barrels per day)
Export volume of crude oil from Africa 2010-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197898/export-volume-of-crude-oil-from-africa


Description: Nigeria led the exports of crude oil from Africa in 2023. The country exported nearly 1.5 million barrels of oil per day. Angola and Libya followed, with a daily export volume of roughly 1.1 million and one million barrels, respectively. Overall, the exports of 
crude oil from Africa amounted to approximately five million barrels per day in the same year. Read more
Note(s): Africa; 2023
Source(s): OPEC 
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Export volume of crude oil from Africa in 2023, by country (in 1,000 barrels 
per day)
Export volume of crude oil by country in Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197901/export-volume-of-crude-oil-by-country-in-africa


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197933/import-volume-of-crude-oil-into-africa


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197946/export-volume-of-natural-gas-from-africa


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197968/export-volume-of-natural-gas-in-african-countries


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197974/import-volume-of-natural-gas-into-africa


Final consumption
CHAPTER 05



http://www.statista.com/statistics/1285183/final-energy-consumption-in-africa-by-sector


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1196986/final-oil-consumption-in-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1196986/final-oil-consumption-in-africa


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197484/final-oil-consumption-in-africa-by-region


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197509/final-consumption-of-natural-gas-in-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197509/final-consumption-of-natural-gas-in-africa


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1197595/final-consumption-of-natural-gas-in-africa-by-region


Country overviews
CHAPTER 06



http://www.statista.com/statistics/992565/selected-figures-on-fossil-fuels-in-nigeria


http://www.statista.com/statistics/993726/selected-figures-on-fossil-fuels-in-algeria
http://www.statista.com/statistics/993726/selected-figures-on-fossil-fuels-in-algeria


http://www.statista.com/statistics/993723/selected-figures-on-fossil-fuels-in-angola


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1041479/selected-figures-on-fossil-fuels-in-libya
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1041479/selected-figures-on-fossil-fuels-in-libya


Outlook
CHAPTER 07



http://www.statista.com/statistics/1294765/leading-oil-and-gas-projects-in-africa-by-investment-value


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1198546/leading-oil-and-gas-discoveries-in-africa


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1198059/upcoming-liquids-projects-in-africa-by-resource-volume
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1198059/upcoming-liquids-projects-in-africa-by-resource-volume


http://www.statista.com/statistics/1198309/upcoming-natural-gas-projects-in-africa-by-resource-volume

